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HOON DRIVERS 

Grievance 
MR P. ABETZ (Southern River) [10.19 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police and is about what is 
commonly called the problem of hooning. Hoons continue to be a major issue in my electorate. My office staff 
receive a number of calls every week from people who are struggling to sleep. Some of the people in my 
electorate have had to move their bed from a room in the front of their house to a room at the back of their house 
in the vain hope that they will be able to get some uninterrupted sleep. During the election campaign, I asked a 
number of people in my electorate what were the key issues for them, and about 85 per cent or 90 per cent of 
those people said graffiti and hoons. Some time ago, in one particular area in my electorate, Brunswick Road in 
Thornlie, a hoon had lost control of his vehicle on a bend in the road and had written off a family’s two cars that 
had been parked in their driveway. On following that through, the local council and Main Roads Western 
Australia said that no accidents had happened there for the past four years, yet when I spoke to the neighbours, 
they could recount some 10 accidents having taken place over the past six to 10 months. It appears that many of 
these accidents are not recorded in the statistics. This makes it very difficult for residents to get action through 
road calming devices and so on.  

The issue of hoons is also one of safety for many people. If it had not been for a friend staying in my home one 
night just over 12 months ago and parking her vehicle on our front lawn, we would have had a hoon’s black ute 
through our bedroom window. There are real community safety issues at stake with hoons. It is not just about 
noise and lack of sleep. We resolved that issue by building a limestone wall across the front of our property. Not 
all families are in a position to do that. A family who lives on a bend in Brunswick Road, Thornlie, has invested 
thousands of dollars doing likewise, building a big solid limestone wall to protect the family home. Many people 
are experiencing ongoing frustration because when they contact the police about this matter, often the response 
is, “Sorry, but we can’t do a great deal about it.” I have spoken to the police at the station in our electorate in 
Canning Vale. They are supportive and encourage people to contact them. They assured me that they would 
follow through incidents if they have a police vehicle in the area.  

I would like the minister to see whether he could follow this through. I understand that part of the problem 
psychologically with hoons is that they get a buzz out of hooning because of the noise they make. It is a means 
of attracting attention to themselves. In a way they are saying, “Take notice of me; here I am.” I understand that 
Sweden reduced the hooning problem by 85 per cent after banning the sale of noisy aftermarket exhaust systems. 
My son is an engineer with Ford in Geelong. He tells me that when the new Ford V8 was put on the market, the 
biggest customer complaint was that it was not noisy enough. Ford ended up designing a noisier exhaust system, 
which still met Australian Design Rules. However, a large proportion of people were still not satisfied, so 
aftermarket fitted these noisy exhausts so that people could let everybody know they were driving a big V8 ute 
or whatever. One of the ways we could reduce the hooning problem is to phase out the sale of these noisy 
exhaust systems, which certainly do not comply with Australian Design Rules for new vehicles. They apparently 
comply with drive-by rules but as soon as one puts one’s foot down, those exhaust systems certainly exceed 
acceptable noise levels.  

I appreciate that there are plenty of exhaust places that have these exhaust systems in stock and a sudden banning 
would be a little harsh, but phasing out these noisy exhaust systems would go a long way to solving the problem 
of hoons. Hoons can put their foot down and if the exhaust does not make any noise, they will not get a buzz out 
of it and, on top of that, they will not be waking up the residents in my electorate. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I call the Minister for Police. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Perhaps we could remove the exhaust when their cars are confiscated.  

Mr P.B. Watson: We could remove the exhaust from the minister.  

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [10.24 am]: I say to the member for Albany that this is 
the season of goodwill.  

I thank the member for Southern River for his grievance to me today. The member is certainly no orphan when it 
comes to losing sleep through the actions of some people who drive on our roads today. I am sure that every 
member of this house has probably had the peace and quiet of their tranquil home disrupted by some noisy hoon 
who simply wants to get a buzz out of revving his car as high as it can go and making as much noise as possible. 
Not to be happy with that, hoons also want to leave disgraceful tyre marks on all our roads. I defy any member 
of this house to go to any suburb in Western Australia and find a road that does not have some sort of tyre mark 
on it.  



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 27 November 2008] 

 p619a-621a 
Mr Peter Abetz; Mr Rob Johnson 

 [2] 

What the member said was very interesting. Obviously, he has done a bit of research on the manufacturers in 
Sweden. That sounds like a great reason for me to possibly go there and see what they do. I will have to look at 
that very seriously. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: And a few other issues you could investigate. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I might even take the member for Armadale with me because I know she has a great 
interest in road safety. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: A bit of fact finding on prostitution law reform. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Sweden is very innovative in many respects, not just in the noise pollution made by some 
cars. There are other areas that may well need looking into. That was a very good interjection by the member for 
Armadale. I will certainly consider her suggestion, along with all the other things that I have to consider. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: We’ll be on your case when you go over to Sweden! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Armadale says that she will be on my case if I go overseas, or if I go to 
Sweden. Perhaps I should go anywhere other than Sweden. That is very discriminatory. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You or the Swedes? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Both. I know we jest from time to time but this is a serious issue for so many Western 
Australians. The highest number of complaints I get in my electorate are about hoons first and graffiti second.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Same here.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Victoria Park has just said that it is the same in his electorate. I would 
suggest that it is the same for nearly every member of this house. If it is not the top issue in any member’s 
electorate, he or she must be doing very well. They must have very quiet, sleepy electorates. Perhaps I might 
move to their electorates because they are obviously the places to live. Many country roads also have these 
dreadful tyre marks, these donut marks. I have seen first hand the damage that some of these idiots do to 
beautifully laid lawns. Very often retired people take such fantastic pride in their gardens, such that their grass is 
like a billiard table and looks absolutely beautiful. I admire the commitment they put into making their area look 
beautiful by making their gardens look beautiful. The next morning they come out to find that some hoon has left 
dreadful black tyre marks right across their lawns, digging up their beautiful lawns at about two o’clock in the 
morning.  

Mr P.B. Watson: What are you going to do to stop it? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is a very good question. I am going to tell the member what I will do to stop them. 
We will never completely stop them but I will certainly try to reduce the number of times these idiots do that. 
We will be toughening up the hoon laws. They are fairly tough but they need to be even tougher. At the end of 
the day, I do not want these people on the roads. 

Mr P.B. Watson: What are you going to do?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I have just told the member that I will toughen up the laws. I am getting to that point. I 
know it is nearly Christmas but the member for Albany is getting very impatient. He should hold tight and wait 
and see. All will be revealed. 

Mr P.B. Watson: You’re the gunna government. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, we are not the gunna government. The member should wait and see. The Labor Party 
was the gunna government. We are the will do, can do, have done government. That is what we will be. When 
we go to the next election in four and a half years, the people of Western Australia will see that we had dealt 
with this issue. We will have made sure that all these laws were put in place. The people of Western Australia 
will have had great government where we will have put the interests of the public first and dealt with not only 
the hoon drivers who commit these offences on our roads but also those others who commit crimes within our 
society. We will have the extra police to do so and we will have extra prison capacity, as my colleague the 
Attorney General has said. That is what will happen. The member for Albany asked what we are going to do.  

Mr P.B. Watson: That was two minutes ago!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, it was not. Your mind is slipping, my friend. I am getting concerned about the 
member! As I said, we are going to toughen up the hoon laws. In this term of government, members will see 
some cars crushed. I think that is probably the most significant message to send out.  

Mr P.B. Watson: Would it not be better to give that money to charity?  
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Let me tell the member for Albany what we will be doing. We will be confiscating 
vehicles on a third offence—not impounding, but automatically confiscating. Ninety per cent of those vehicles 
will be sold and the funds will go into the road trauma trust fund. 

Mr P.B. Watson: I support the minister 100 per cent. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Many members opposite do. I just wish the previous government had done something 
similar to what I am suggesting today. I promise members that I will be bringing that legislation into this place. 
Those funds will go into the road trauma trust fund, which will help an enormous number of people, very often 
the victims of road trauma.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It will be similar to that, yes. For a second offence, we will increase the impounding 
period from 28 to 30 days to three months. I do not want these drivers and their vehicles on the roads. We have 
got to send the biggest, clearest message that we can. I promise members that under our government, we will be 
doing that as quickly as we possibly can. Judge me at the end of the day, not at the beginning. 
 


